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AACSB for ISM - a rarely awarded first-class academic seal for 

the German Business School Dortmund  
The International School of Management is currently the only private 

university of applied sciences to receive this worldwide honor at the highest 

level in Germany 
 

Dortmund, 02.05.2024 - The highest quality in teaching, committed lecturers also in applied 

research, successful cooperation with companies and international universities as well as very 

good career entry opportunities for graduates - these are key requirements for the renowned 

AACSB accreditation. The International School of Management (ISM), based in Dortmund, has 

been working towards this for years. Now it has received the important seal of quality. In 

Germany, ISM is currently the only private university of applied sciences with an AACSB 

accreditation. 

 

The abbreviation stands for Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business. It has earned a 

reputation as the world's leading accreditation organization. Its standards are demanding. It 

usually takes several years to receive the seal of approval - and it is awarded correspondingly 

rarely. Various intermediate steps have to be successfully completed before the final audit. 

Around six per cent of all business schools worldwide have this seal. 

 

In Germany there are currently just over a dozen AACSB-accredited universities. "A new milestone 

has been reached," comments University President Prof Dr Ingo Böckenholt: "It is at present the 

most highly regarded international accreditation for a business school. This seal is a confirmation 

of the high quality of our degree programs." 

 

The AACSB seal certifies ISM's excellence in research and teaching. It also includes student 

evaluations. "For internationally oriented students, AACSB accreditation offers enormous added 

value as proof of the quality of their studies, regardless of whether their career takes them to 

Europe, the USA or Asia," emphasizes the ISM President. Böckenholt, who is also Managing 

Director of the private business school, rates the appeal of the new seal accordingly: "It is a 

confirmation of our continuously expanding global cooperation." In over three decades, ISM has 

built up a network of around 190 partner universities worldwide.  

 



Harvard, Yale, Berkeley were founding members of AACSB 

 

The AACSB was founded in 1916 as a globally active non-profit organization with top universities 

such as Harvard, Yale and Berkeley as founding members. Since the end of the 1990s, 

accreditations have also been issued outside the USA. AACSB accreditation is linked to several 

quality criteria. Program content, teaching methods, quality of lecturers, student support and 

research activities are all assessed. Infrastructure, proximity to business practice, the transition to 

professional life and internationality are also scrutinized.  

For the ISM President, the award is "another outstanding opportunity to thank our entire 

university team and also our partners in situ and abroad for their constant commitment. Our 

quality standards have been the basis of our joint work at all seven ISM university locations in 

Germany and in the ISM distance learning program - for almost 35 years now." 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Caption: 

AACSB assessors visit ISM in Dortmund - "a complex, exciting process", as the participants recall. In the middle: Prof. 
Dr. Ingo Böckenholt. From left: Franziska Gertz (Accreditation Officer), Carolin Krabs (Head of International Office), 
Prof. Dr Audrey Mehn (Vice President for Teaching), Prof. Dr Andreas Altmann (Dean Management Center Innsbruck 
MCI), Prof. Dr Ingo Böckenholt (ISM President and Managing Director), Prof. Dr Raju Balakrishnan (Dean Merrick 
School of Business), Prof. Dr Kai Rommel (Vice President for Research), Dr Marion Hübner (Head of Accreditation), Dirk 
Westermann (Vice President for Corporate Relations), Prof. Dr Johannes Moskaliuk (Vice President for Digital 
Transformation). 
 

Background: 

The International School of Management (ISM) is a state-recognized, non-profit private university and is one of the 

leading private universities in Germany. At locations in Dortmund, Frankfurt/Main, Munich, Hamburg, Cologne, 

Stuttgart and Berlin, the next generation of managers for internationally oriented business enterprises is trained in 

compact and application-oriented degree programs. The range of courses includes full-time programs, part-time and 

dual study courses as well as the completely digital distance learning program. In university rankings, ISM is regularly 

listed in the top places for its high teaching quality, internationality and practical relevance. The international network 

comprises around 190 partner universities. 


